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THE SS 


(TheCommission convened at 1000 hours) 


ROBERT BRILL, a witness, took the stand and testified as 


follows: 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 


Does the witness understand inder oath? 


> 


CROSS EXAMINATION, 


BY COLONEL JONES: 


I want to ask you a few more jues tions about the detail 


service with the Leibstandarte, You told us that you served the Leibstan— 


darte until December 1939, is that correct? 


A Yes, 


whet unit of the Leibsta serving then? 


first I served in the Sra Company, then 6th company and then 
with 1936, or possibly 1935, I served 


am only interested in your service from the outbreak of the war. 


A I served ot thet time with the staff of the Leibstendarte in Berlin 


n the personnel department and particularly in the Recruiting Denartment 


for the Leibstandarte. 





i 


Were you serving in action between the first of September and De- 

cember in 1939? 
A No, I was only in the service or recui ting work for the Leibstanda 

You told us you served with them in action from June until 

Yes, front service of the Leibstendarte. 

Can you tell us the exact date in June you Joined the unit in action 

field? 

In the beginning of June - ei 
Leibstandarte in the field. t was then stattoned at Bruenn. 


3 


Q With what particular un of the Leibstandarte, did 
June until August, 1941. 
A I was with Department l-B, 

What rank did you hold? 

In 1941 I was Haupteturmfuehrer, 

In what division was the Leibstandarte serving at 

I do not understand the question as the Leibstandarte was an inde- 
pendent unit. 

q Was it not under the command of some higher formation? 

A I am not quite certain whether it was the army district or the 
supreme headquarters of the Army. Army Kleist was the army under which I 
served, 

Q Will you give me the name of the commander of the Leibstandarte 
during thst period, 


A Sepp Dietrich, 


Q You told us that you were also serving with them in the field from 
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March, 1945 until the Sth of May, 19453 
A That cannot be corrected, it was either from January until the begin- 
1945 until May 
In what capacity were you serving during thet period? 
Likewise, as ordnance officer, 
Holding what rank? 
Obersturmbannfuehrer. 
as the divi 1 then an independant division, or was it under commend 
stood under the command of the 6th SS Army, which was under the 
command of Sepp Dietrich. 
Qq Did the Leibstandarte receive conscript recruits after the end of 
1941 or were all recruits ‘for the Leibsteandar volunteers? 
Starting with 1942, or certainly wit) : } re conscripts 
Lei bs tendarte and not only volunteers, 
Can you say aporoximetely the number or conscrivot recuits that joined 
the Leibstandarte between 1942 and the end of the wer? 
A I can make only two definite statements, In March, 1943 there came 
2,000 conscripts to the Leibstandarte; when I served actively with the 
Leibstandarte approximately 1,000 conscripts joined the Leibstendarte from 


the “avy and did not volunteer for the Leibstandarte., Even in the meantime, 


between 1943 and 1945 conscripts joined the Leibstandarte, but I am in no 


position to give the exact number. 
Q I want to ask you'a few questions about the figures you gave us the 
last time that you gave evidence. You gave us the total figures for the 


years 1940 to 1944, 





The Recruiting fisure? 


Q The total figure - you gave 
understood it 


figure for the 


secured for each year? 

A It is not quite clear, 
mind from statistical figures 
550,000 relates 


the figure 100,000 to 


Q Perhaps 


$ 
v + F 


4 
beginning 
A Yes, 


That during the course 
Yes, 


The figure 


1941 you received 70, 


the beginning of 1942, 
250,000? 


Yes, 


ures again. 


000 


iN 


-0 


me the approximate 


roximate 

stren; 
1944, however, 

the 


to begi 


Am 


total strength was 100,000? 


reenforcements? 


was your total statement between 200,000 


During the course of 1942, you had 110,000 reenforcenents? 


© 


Yes. 
At the 


400,000? 


beginning of 1943, did ypu say that you 


ween 350,000 and 





000 


No, not at the beginning of the year, but somewhat later. 
Q Will you give me a figure as to the total strength et the beginning 
of 1943? 
A No, I am not in a position to do so. The figures which I have given 


anoroximate figures, which I remember in connection with certain 


you give me a figure for the total strength at the beginning 


It must have been between 400,000 and 450,000. I would like to stress 
that all divisions were reinforced around the turn of the year, so these are 
really only approximate figures. 

Qq I understood from what you said when you started telling us =bout the 


figures, your figure of 550,000 was the total et the end of 1944 or the 


beginning of 1945? 
A Yes, 
Q Do those figures of totals inchude the wounded? 
A In which totels? 
2 In the total strength you have given us a you including the wounded? 
A No. I have not included them but I suppose that a number of wounded 
were included, I only can give a total figure of all fatalities. 
You 
Yes, 
Q Do you mean including 1944? 
A That figure is based on November, or possibly October, 1944, 
Q Can you tell me the total wounded up to 1944 - the end of 1944? 


A We counted all the most severely wounded amd I could.give you only 


the figure relating to the most severely wounded cases, which were hosvitalized 
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and could not be used for foreign service anymore, This I can sive you. 


Q If vov will, 
A 120,000 and maybe 2,000 or 3,000 less, 
Q May I tak et the figures of the "yearly totals you heve given us 
do not include eithe ‘igure of 200,090 that were killed or 120,000 severely 
wounded. 
The 200,000 men killed would not be includ id, cannot make any 
in regard to the 120,000, as I do not know which methods of counting were 
used at v-rious times, In zeneral, it is very difficult to compare the annual 
figures because they are only 
q I want to ask you about the officer reinforce ments or replacements? 
A Will you. kindly explain the question, 
You told us about the total number of reinforcements of recruits or replace- 
now I want to ask you about the officer replacement. 
I cannot give you any figures əs the list of officers wos in another office, 
You told us thet the officers in the Waffen SS were managed and controlled 
SS headquarters, 
I cannot recollect hating made any statement of that kind, 
Regarding their appointments anë oromotions? 
I did not make any statement on that. 
Am I right in sayine t he appointment and promotion of officers in the 
SS was controlled bythe SS headquarters, 
A Through the personnel headquerters, 
Q Were the official recruits for the Waffen SS volunteers? 
A I was concerned only with the technicalities of the duties of the officers, 


e all the actual work was done by the personnel office of the SS The Personnel 
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Hesdouarters cave us the names of the conscripts and we simoly celled them to 
duty. I do know that among the conscrivts there were men dr2f ted on the 
basis of their technical skill, 

Q You sre talking of officers? 

A 

Q e it would be right to say that the majority of officers 
Waffen shout the war were volunteers? 

A I assume that the relationship was the same as with the enlisted men. 
There was not a large majority of m but ea majority of men who were volun- 
teers, 

Q Prior to the war, officers for the SS were rained 
schools, were they not? 

A Since I joined the Ergeenzunestruppe not before 1940, I would not 

2 position to make any statements on this, 

Q Were 211 officers joining the Waffen SS during the war subject to training 

the Waffen SS training establishments? 

A I wold not be in a position to give the exact answer. I take the liberty 

asking that you consult 2 witness from the personnel office. 
Have you seen any documents connected with the figures you 
about since the 8th of May, 1945? 
since then in a camp. 
Q Or since the time that you joined the “eibstandarte in the field in 


February of 1945? 


A No, I was then concerned only with active duty. 


Q Since you have been in custody, have you been in the company of any other 


persons having knowledge of the figures of the Waffen 


A Unfortunately no, for if I had, woul in a position give more 
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exact figures, 

Q We take it that the figures you have given us in the course of this 
evidence sre figures which you have remembered, 

A Yes, since I have been connected for four years and gave reports on this 
material repeatedly, I am well informed about it. 

Q Have you given any reports on these fieures since y have been in cus- 
tody? 

to whom should I have given them have only been in conversation 
with my lawyer repeatedly. 

Q You have notes there. hey notes of the figures which you have 
given us? 

A No, they are figures ing to the divisions we had. 

(Perhaps T might see the notes.) 
(The witness hends the notes to Colonel Jones.) 

Q You seid the last time that you gave eviden fter 1940 you re- 
ceived applications from volunteers who had no inner convictions and subsequently 
handed in complaints. 

A Yes, 

Q What were the nature of those complaints and what were they about? 


e 


A Many complained thet they joined the SS not by inner conviction but 
parents 
by compulsion, Those complaints came from mxxfenks in particular for no 


parent's permission was necessary after 1943 and a person of seventeen years 


or older could join the Waffen SS, 
Q Whet were the complaints about? Why did the parents complein? 
A The parents complained thet the boys had been frafted to the SS. It 


was well known, or at least the parents thought that the SS suffered high 
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losses in particular. 


Did you receive complaints from both volunteers anå conscripts? 


Yes from both, but of course the majority from draftees or conscript 


Did yo ever receive a complaint of the methods employed by any unit 


Waffen SS during the course of the fighting? 

No, such matters did not resch us. We received con about the 
conscription and the method applied. 

Neither the officers or other ranks ever complained about the ect Ooms 

Waffen SS soldiers in battle? 

Not to me, 

Or of the practises in the occupied territories, whether actually 

bat tle? 

No, the only kind of complaint we received was that e commande felt his 
troops were not employed correctly, bu cannot answer that as can report only 
the facts 

Q Do you know of the activities of what was called the nsatzkommando? 

A I heard the word "Binsatzkommando" only here, 

Q Did you ever receive complaints from officers or other ranks, volunteers 
or conscripts, of the activities of the Einsatzkommando? 

A d never heard. about it. 

Or of the slaughter of Jews in the occupied eəstern terri tory? 

No, 

Q Or of orders that the officers or men were given with respect to the 
treatment of Jews end the nopulation of the oem pied territories in the e2st? 
A No. As a matter of course I knew that Jews were concentrated at 


Theresienstadt and were evacuated from Germany. 
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Q I was not addressing this to you personally. I am seeking information 


m+) s 


as to whether or not the Waffen SS troops, officers or men, ever did complain 
about these things? 

A No. 

Q Did you gourself when you served with the Leibstandarte 


e xał slaughter of Jews? 


you know thet the population of Poland and Russian were taken into 
captivity for forced labor? 
time they 
Q Did you ever receive any form of complaint from the Waffen SS troops 
the Proctectorates of Bohemia 
A No. 
umber of executions they were | næ ordered to carry out? 
knowledge I gained was in the can heard either through 
the wireless or press from the court of 
BY MR, QUATRE; 
Q Will you tell me the duration of the listment in theWaffen SS? 
A The enlistment was for the duration of the wa four years, four 


half years, five years anda few fc ] y s, but that refers 


Does the witness know of the Das Reich SS Panzer Division? 
I only know the name, I did not serve in it, 

Was it a SS formation. 

Yes, 


When was the division organized? 
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Q Does the witness know in which field 
A In the west ənd in the east, 
Q the witness know in 1944 this divi sion was in France? 
A n not certain about it, but I think 
Q Does the witness know that this division was very sadly fəmous in 
France? 
A That it was famous, I know = that it was notorious I do not know. 
wi tness know of the destruction of towns anā villages in 
France made by this Division. 
happened 
A It may have he o à 28 2 consequence of the ac tions of war. 
q The question was, do you know? 
A No, 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 
Q I would like you to tell me exactly when y lid servé in Russia? 
A From June 11 to Aueust 2 8, 1941, 
Then you returned to Germany? 
Yes, 
You were a member of the Leibstandarte? 
Yes, 
Q You served in the south of Russias, 
A No, I servea anly until we got to Rostov. was the last place. 
in Kiernelk, 
Q What do you know about Otto Ollendorf? 


A Ollendorf was ə member of the Reichsicherheitsheuptemt. I do not 


the first name, 
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A 


Q You got in contact with Otto Ollendorf at the eastern front? 


A No, 


Q Are you informed about the Einsatzgruppe D? 


Q Are you informed of the mass actions in the southern towns of Russia? 
A Until recently, I did not know anything about it, but recently I learned 
sbout it through the proceedings of the Tribunal in Nurnbure. 


Q Were you for the second time at the eastern front? 


> 


I was at the Hungarian front from the end of January, 1945 until May, 
1945, but in May we were not in Hungary but in Austria, 
Q When you were et the eastern front for the first time were you stationed 
near the Division Viking? 
A Yes. 
Q You were quite close to the division, were you not? 
one 
A At tee time I can remember that the division was quite close to us, 
Qq Do you know that the Division Viking committed many crimes on the 
eastern front? 
A No. 
Do you know for what purpose the Division Prinz Eugen was organized? 
J g = 


A The purpose of the Division Prinz Eugen was to correct the so-called 


conditions in the SS division in the south eastern part of Europe. 


Q Could you tell us the nature of the activities of that division? 
A No. 


Q Do you know about the atrocities which that division committed? 
A 


No. The only tring which I learned from conversation was thet it was 


engaged in frequent fighting with the partisans, 
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Q Do you know that that division killed a total of 50,000 hostages? 

A No 

Q Do you know that Division D received its recruits from the Prinz 
Eugen Division. 

A No, I stated once before that I know nothing about that. 

Q Where did you send the guard troops thet had served at the Concentra- 
tion Camps? 

A I don't understand 


+ 


vou send those soldiers that had guarded the concentration 


with an esreement with the office called Inspec tion of 
Concentration Camps we went them to certain concentration camps, from there 


they were sent in accordance with instructions of their inspectors to definite 


place, 


Q Do you know whether the German concentration camp is a conpen tration 


camp at Saxenhausen? 

A Yes, Saxenhausen is one of them. 

Q Was that station at Saxenhausen a command to which later were ordered 
all soldiers who had served əs guerds of concentration camps? 

A Yes, it was so called the Inspektion of Concentration Camps. 

Q Do you know about the Binsatzkommandos whhch were formed in addition 
to the four Einsatzkommando for the purpose of guarding the prisoner of war 


camps =- the Prisoner of War Camps in which mass murders were committed? 


RXXBRXXRELCKMANRE 
DR. PELCKMANN: I have an objection against that question to the 


witness in regard to the Einsatzkommando group and Hinsatzkommando as the 


witness hes already stated thet he learned about this group only through 
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Q De you know that that division killed a total of 50,000 hostages? 

A Nos 

Q De you know that Division D received its recruits ffom the Prinz 
Eugen Division. 

A Wo, I stated once before that I know nothing about that. 

Q Where did you send the guard treops that had served at the Concentra- 
tion Camps? 

A I don't understand the question. 

Q Where did you send those soldiers that hed guarded the concentration camps? 

A In accordance with an agreement with the office called Inspection of 
Concentration Camps we went them to certain concentration cayips, from there 
they were sent in accordance with instructions of their inspectors to definite 
place. 

Q Do you know whether the German concentration camp is a concentration 
camp at Saxenhausen? 

A Yes, Saxenhausen is one of them. 

Q Was that station at Saxenhausen a command to which later were ordered 
all soldiers who had served as guards of concentration camps? 

A Yes, it was so called the Inspektion of Concentration Camps. 

Q Do you know about the Einsatzkommandos which were formed in addition to the 
four Einsatzkommando for the purpose of guarding the prisoner of war camps = 
the Prisoner of “ar Camps in which mass murders were committed? 

DRe PELCKMANN: I have an objection against that question to the 
witness in regard to the Einsatzkommando group and Einsatzkommando as the 


witness has already stated that he learned about this group only through 
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newspaper and radio reports, 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY; The witness is being =sked it he knows about these 


organizations, I think he can state if he knows about then. 
DR, PELCKMANN: He stated before that he has mo knowledge about them. 
GaBTAIN TUBRIDY; You may proceed, Colonel Smirnov, so that the witness 
tell us about these organizations of the SS, 
COLONEL SMIRNOV: 
Q Were you requested by the concentrstion camps at Saxenhausen in November 


1941, or leter, to send more soldiers there? 


COLONEL BROOKHART; 

Q In what capacity wee Berger associated with the department to which 
you were essociated? 

A ‘There was the so-cslled Hauntamtschef and that wae his position. 

Q Do I understand that you were with the Heuvtamtschef? 

A No directly, between us both wes the SS and the SS Amtschef. 

Q Would the figures given by Berger as to membership in the SS — the 
status of members whether voluntary or drafted —- be fi=ures you would accept? 

A I have to express myself very carefully but at the time he was 
Hauptamtschef, he was rather boastful. I do not want to heve that con- 
sidered as a political remark in relationship to Berger, but I do want to 
clarify the situation. 

Q I am not interested in his personality, only if he would be credible 
in the figures he would sive, 

A In all probsbility the figures given by Berger would be somewhat higher 
then the cocrect onces, I may state that all figures of recruiting were 


received by Berzer from me. Whenever he desired any fi sures for The 
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Retchsfuehrer, he called me as he knew I would have the exact figures, 
Q In other words Berger received correct figures from you? 
A Yes. 
In your opinion he might exaggerate in stating those figures? 
exactly, but 
Q you know what proportion of the Gesteno and the Cr 
were also under the SS? 
A No, I am sorry I don't know, 
DR, PELCKMANN; May I ask a question? 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY; Yes, go ahead, 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 
Q Whenever you received complaints, they referred to the recruiting and 
methods of recruiting in the SS? 
A Yes, 
Was it your business to accept these complaints on matters relating 
action of e SS g i the field atrocities they were ordered to 
and other actions in the field? 


No, this was not my business, 


Q Did it happen that such complaints reached you and were forwarded to 


you from another office or was the structure of the SS so that such complaints 
never would have reached you at all. 
A Such complaints did not reech us at all and were directed by the SS 


Hauptamtschef connected with thet kind of complaints, 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS TAKEN BEFORE a 
MISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
NILITARY TRIBUNAL, DATED 13 MARCH, 1946 
Monday,» 27 May, 1946. 
COMpISSIONGRS: 


Captain Tubridy 
br. Rasumov 


THE SS 
(The Comaission convened at 1009 hours) 
ROBERT BRILL, a witness, took the stand anc testified as 
follows: 
BY CAPTAIS TUBRIDY: 
Q Does the witness understand that hə is still under Cath? 
A Yes. 
CROSS EXAMINATION, 
BY COLONEL JOU: 

w I want to ask you a fow mre questions about the dstails of your 
servics with the al E E You told us that you served with the Leib- 
Stendarte until De senbor 1939 ts 

Yes. 

Q In what unit of sus ‘oLostanderte were you serving then? 

4 At first I serwi in ihe rd Company, then the uth ec mMpany and then 
beg’ nning with 1936, of oonsikis 1985 L SErVEds cece 

Q I an only inie:-sted in your service from the >i *break of the war. 

á I served at that time with the staff of the 72° vstandarte in Berlin 
in the personnel department and particularly in the Recruiting Department 
for the Loibstanderte,. 

Q Were you serving in action between the first of September and 
December in 19397 

A No, I was only in the service or recruiting work for the Leibstand 
arte, 


You told us you served with them in action from June until august, 


Yes, front service of the Leibstancarte. 
& Can you tell us the oxect dete in June you joined the unit in 


action in the fiela? 
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the Leibstancarte in tho fielés It was then stationed at Bruenn, 

« With whet perticular unit of the Leibstandarte, did you serve 
from June until August, 1941. 

A I was with Depertuent l-B, which is tools, armur and fuel. 

G What renk did you hola? 


A Ir 1941 I was Hauptsturmfuehrer, 


Q In what divisicn was the Leibdstandarte serving at that tims? 
4 


I do not understand the question as the Leibstandarte was an 
independent unit. 

2 Was it nct under the command of some higher formation? 

å I annot quite certain whether it was the arny district or the 
supreme heacquarters of the army. Army Kleist was the army under which I 
served, 

give me the name of tha commander of the Leibstandarte 
during that perio¢. 

à Sepp Dietrich. 

® You told us that you wera also serving with thom in the field 
from March, 1945 until the 8h og May, 19457 

A That cannot te -crracsed, it was ef ther from January until the 
beginning of February, 1542 an.0" May E€, 1945, 

Q In what Capac ir wes: you servins during thus ~>scioa? 

A Likewise, as o tuaasa officer. 

4 Holding whet -aue? 

A Obersturmbannfuehtrer. 

Q Was the division then an independant division or was it under 
command of some higher formation? 

A It stood under the comiend of the 6th SS Arny, which was under 
the command of Sepp Dietrich, 

% Did the Leibstandarte recive conscript recruits after the ena 
Cf 1941 sr were all recruits for the Leidstendarte volunteers? 

å Starting with 1942, or cortainly with 1943, there were also 
conscripts in the Leibstandarte and not only volunteers. 

Q Can you say approximately the number of conscript recruits that 


jcoincd the Leibstandarte between 1942 ang the end of the war? 


132 
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A I can mako cnly two definite statements. In March, 1943 there 
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cane 2,000 ecuscripts to the Leibstandarte; when I served actively with tho 


Leibstandarte approximately 1,000 eccnscripts joined the Leibstanéarte fron 
the Navy and did not voluntoor for the Leibstandarte. Even in the meantime, 
between 1943 and 1945 conscripts joined the Leibstanderte, but I am in no 
pesiticn to give the exact number. 

~ I want to ask you a few questions about the figures you gave us 


the last time that ycu gave evidence. You gave us the total figures for the 


years 1940 to 1944, 
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A The Recruiting figure? 

Q The total figure -- you gave methe approximate total figures, I 
want it to be clearly understood it was total figurese I take it that the 
figures were the total figure for the year and do not include the number of 
recruits secured for each year? 

A It is not quite clear. I gave approximate figures,which I kept in 
mind from statistical figures about the strength of the forcee For instance, 
550,000 relates to the end of 19); and not the beginning of 1944, however, 
the figure 100,000 to 150,000, which T gave for 190 related to the beginning 
of the year and not the end of the year. 

Q Perhaps we can take the figures again. Am I right in saying that 
at the beginning of 19h40 the total strength was 100, 000? 

A 

That during the course of that year you had 50,000 reinforcements? 
Yese 


The figure you gave of 150,000 for 191, was that at the beginning 


Yese 
During 19h40 you 
LESe 
Q At the beginn 
and 250,000? 
A YeSe 


Q During the course of 1942, -you had 110,000 reinforcements? 
E A i , 


L943, Q idyou say that you had between 350,000 
and ),00,000? 
A No, not at the begiming of the year, but somewhat later. 
Q Will you give me a figure as to the total strength at the 
beginning of 1943? 
A No, I am not in aposition to do so. The figures which I have 
given are approximate figures, which I remenber in connection with certain 


datese 


Q Can you give me a figure for the total strength at the beginning 
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of 19)? 

A It must have been between 00,000 and 50,000. I would like to 
stress that all divisions were reinf ced around the turn of the year, so these 
are really only approximate figurese 

Q I understood from what you said when you started telling us about 
the figures, your figure of 550,000 was the total at the end of 19h or the 
beginning of 194,5? 

Yese 

Do those figures of totals include the wounded? 

In which totals? 

In the total strength you ave given us are you including the 
wounded? 

A Noe I have not included them but I suppose that a number of wounded 
were included. I only can give a total figure of all fatalities, 

Q You gave us a total of 200,000 killed and missing? 

A Yes, up until 19h)? 

That figure is based on November, or possibly October, 19h). 

Can you tell me the total wounded up to 19) -- the end of 19h)? 

We counted all the most severely wounded and I could give you only 
the figure relating tothe most severely wounded cases, whkch were hospitalized 
and could not be used for foreign service any more. This I can give youe 

Q If you wille 

A 120,000 and maybe 2,000 or 3,000 less. 

Q May I take it that the fi ures of the yearly totals you have given 
us do not include cither the figure of 200,000 that were killed or 120,000 
severely wounded? 

A The 200,000 men killed would not be included,but I cannot make 
any definite statement in regard to the 120,000, as I do not know which 
methods of counting were used at various timese In general, it is very 
difficult to compare the annual figures because they are only based on 
statistical reportse 

Q I want to ask you about +e officer reinforcements or replacements? 


A Will you kindly explain the question. 


135 
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Q You told us about the total nuriber of reinforcements of recruits 
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or replacements, now I want to ask you about the officer replacencnt. 
A I cmnot give you any figures as the list of officers was in 
another offices 
Q You told us that the officers in the Waffon SS were managed and 
controlled by the ss headquarte rse 
A I camot recollect having made any statement of that kind. 
Regarding their appointments and promotions? 
I did not make any statement on that. 
An I right in saying that the appointment and promotion of officers 


was controlied by the SS headquarters, 


A Through the personnel headquarters ° 


Were the official recruits for the Waffen SS volunteers? 


I was concwrned only with the technicalitics of the duties of the 


officers, while all the actual work was donc by the personnel office of the 


SSe The Personnel 
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Headquarters gave us the names of the conscripts anc wesimply called them t 
Cutyy I do knew that among the conscripts there were men drafted on the 
basis of their technical skill. 

Q You are talking of officers? 

A Yese 

Q Then, it would be right to say that the majority of officers in the 
Waffen SS throughout the war were volunteers? 

A I assume that the relationship was the same as with the enlisted 
men. there was not a large majority of men, but a majority of men who were 
voluntecrs,. 

Q Prior to the war, officers for the SS were trained in the SS 
training schools, were they not? 

A Since I joined the Ergacnzungstruppe not before 1940, I would not 
be in a position to make any statements on this. 

Q “ere all officers joining the Waffen SS Curing the war sub ject 
to training in the Waffen SS training establishments? 

A I would not be in a position to ceive the exact answer. I take the 
liberty of asking that you consult a witness from the perscnnel office. 

Q Have you seen any documents connected with the fizures you have 
told us about since the 8th of May, 1945? 

A Noy I was since then in a camp. 

Q Or since the time that you joined the Leibstandarte in the field in 
February of 1945? 

A Noy I was then concerned cnly with active uty. 

Q Since you have been in custody, have you been in the 
any other persons having knowledge of the fisures of the “affen Ss 

å Unfortunately no, for if I had, I would ve nv 
moreexact figures 

Q We take it thas the figures you have civ>: 
evicence are fi-ures which you have remembered. 

A Yes, since I have been connected for fcur years and 
on this material repeatedly, I am well informed about it. 


Q Have you given any reports on these ficures since you have been 
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in custody? 

A No, to whom should I have given them. I have cnly been ine 
conversation with my lawyer repeatedly. 

Q You havenotes there. are they notes of the figures which you 
have given us? 

A Noy they are figures relating to the divisions we hac, 

Q (Perhaps 1 mizht see the notes). 

(The witness hands the notes to Colonel Jones.) 

Q Yu said the last time that you gave evidence that after 190 
you received applications from volunteers who had no inner convictions anc 
subsequently handed in complaints. 

A Yese 

Q What were the nature of those complaints and what wer they about? 

A Many complained that they joined the SS not by inner conviction 
but by compulsion. Those complaints came from parents in particular for 
nc parent's permission was necessary after 1943 and a person of seventeen 
years or older coulc join the Waffen SS. 

Q “hat were the complaints about? Why did the parents complain? 

A The parents complained that the boys had been drafted to the SS, 
It was well known, or at least the parents ht that the SS suffered 
high losses in particular, 

Q Dig you receive complaints from both volunteers and conscripts? 

A Yes from both, but of course the majority from draftees or 
conscripts. 

Q Did you ever receive a complaint of the methods employes b; any 
unit of the Waffen SS during the course of the fichtinz? 

A No, such matters did not reach us. We received c mplrints -vout 
- the conscription and the method applied. 

Q Neither the officers or other ranks ever c mpla aed 
actions of the Waffen SS scldiers in battle? 
A Not to mee 
Q Or of the practises in the cceupied territ ries, whether actually 


in or out of battle? 
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A Noy the only kinc of Complaint we received was that a commancer 
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felt his troops were not employed Correctly, but I cannot answer that as 
I can report only the facts and not pass any jucdement on it, 

Q Do you know of the activities of what was called the Einsatze 
kommando? 


m I heard the wora "Einsatzkommanco" cnly here, 
Q Did you ever receive complaints from officers or other ranks, 
volunteers or conscripts, of the activities of the “insatzk mnancdo? 
I never heard about it. 
Or of the Slaughter of Jews in the occunied 


A Noe 


Q Or of orders that the cfficers or men were ‘iven 


to the treatment of Jews and the Population of the Ccupied 


the east? 
a matter of course I knew that Jows were concentrate? 


Theresienstadt anc were evacuatec from Germany, 
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Q I was nct addressing this to you perstnally, I am secking in- 
formation as to whether or not the Waffen Ss troops, officers or men, 
did complain about these things? 

A Noe 

& Did you yourself when you served with tho Leibstandarte in Russia 
in 1941 know of the slaughter of Jows? 

A Noo 

Did you know that the p pullaticn of Poland anā Russia wore taken 

inte captivity for forced labor? 

A No, at that time they did not have any forced labor. 

Q Did you ever receive any form of ec mleint from ths Waffen SS 
troops in the Proctectorates of Blamia and mMonrc via? 

A No. 


Or of the number of executions they were being ordered to carry 


A The first knowledge I gained was in the camp when I heard either 
through the wireless or press from the c- urt of Nurnberg. 
you tell me the duration of the enlistment in th 
enlistment was for the Auration of the war, for four years, 
four and one half years, five years and a few for twelve years, but that 
refers only to nomcommissioned mn, 
G Does the witness know of the Das Reich $SS Panzer Division? 
A I only know the name, I did not serve in it. 
Was it a SS formation. 
Yes. 
When was the division organi zed? 
in 1940. 
Does the witness know in which field the divisicn was in battle? 
In the west and in the east. 
Does the witness know in 1944 this Givisicn was in France? 


I am not certain abut it, but I think so. 


Does the witness know that this divisicn was very sadly famous in 


That it was famous, I know = that it was n-toricus Ido not know. 
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& Does the witness know of the destruction of towns and villages 
in France made by this Division, 
A It may have happened as a consequence of the actions of war. 
ù The question was, de ycu know? 
àa Wo. 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 
I would like ycu to tell me exactly when you did serve in Russia? 
From June 11 to August 28, 1941, 
Then you returned tc Germany? 
Yes. 
You were a member of the Leibstanderte? 
S. 
You served in the south cf Russia. 
No, I served cnly until we sot to Rost- ve It was the last place, 
I was in Kiernek, 
What do you know abcut Otto Ollendorf? 
A Ollendorf was a member cf the Reichsicherheitshauptamt. I do not 
know the first name. 
q You got in contact with Otto Ollendorf at the eastern fr-nt? 
A oe. 
Are ycu informed about the Einsatzgruppe D? 
No. 
Ara you informed of the mass acti-ns in the scuthern towns of 
Russia? 
A Until recently, I aid not know anything abcut it, but recently 
I learned about it thr: ugh the proceedings of the Bribunal in Nurnberg, 
% Were you for the second tine at the eastern front? 
å I was at the Hungarian iront from the ond of January, 1945 until 
May, 1945, but in May we were not in Hungary but in Austria. 
& When you were at the eastern front for the first tine were you 
Staticned near the Division Vizing? 
4 Se 
& You were quite close to the divisicn, were you nt? 
At one time I can remember that the division was quite cl-se tr us, 
De you know that the Division Viking committed Many crimes on the 
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A WO 6 
Y D you knw fcr whet purpose the Division Pring Eugen was 
Organized? 
A The purpose of the Divisicn Pring Eugen was to correct the so- 
Called conditions in the SS Division in the south eastern part of Burope, 
4% Could you tell us the nature of the activities of that division? 
A 
Do you know about the atrocities which that division comaittea? 
No, The only thing which I learned from conversation was that 
it was en sged in frequent fighting with the partisans, 
w Do you know that that division killed a total of 50,000 hostages? 
A W. 
& Do you know that Division D received its recruits from the Prinz 
Eugen Division. 
& No, I stated once before that I know nothing about that, 
% Where did you sond the guard troops that had served at the Con- 
contratior Camps? 
I don't wnderstane the questione 


Where did you senå those soldiers that had guarded the concentration 


In accordance with anr aérecusnt with the office called Tnspection 

Of Concer. ation Camps we sent them to Certain concentrati 2 camps, from there 
they wer sent in accorcance with instructicns of their inspectors to definite 
place, 

@® Do you know waethar the Cerman concen vaticn Camp is a concentration 
Camp at Saxcnhsusen? 

A Yes, Saxemhausem is one of then, 

Q& Was that e tation at Sax-nhausen a command + 
ordered all soldiers wh- had served as guards of concentration camps? 

& Yes, it was so called the Inspektion of Concer tration Came, 

Q De you know ebout the Binsaickomnandos which were formed in addition 
to the four Binsatzko mmando for the puri: so of guarding the prisoner of war 


carps = the Prisoner of War Camps in which mass murders were committed? 


DR. PELOKMANN: I have an objection against that question to the 


witness in resard ts the Binsatzhkomando éroup and Binsatwikommands as the 
witness has already stated that he learned about this group only through 
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“o you know that that division killed a total of 50,000 hostages? 
Noe 
Q Do you know that Division D received its recruits from the Prinz 


Eucen Divicione 


I stated once before that I know nothin: about thate 


Q «here dic you send the guard trocps that had served at the Con- 
centrati n Camps? 
I don't understand the questiöne 
W Where did end these soldiers that had cuarced the concentrate 
icon camps? 
A In accordance with an agreement with the office called 
of Concentration Camps we sent them to certain concentration c 
they were 
places. 
Q Do you know whether the German concentration camps is : 
centratior camp at Saxenhausen? 
tes, Sixenhausen is one of thene 
Q Was that station at Saxenhausen a command tc which later were 
rdered all soldiers who had served as guards of concentration camp 
Yes, it was so called the Inspektion of Concentration 
Q Do you know about the Binsatzkommandos which were formed in 
3% 


addition to the four Einsatzkommanco f r the purpose of guarding the prisoner 


= the frisoner of War Camps in which mass murders were 
j; 


DR. FELCKMANN: I have no objecti wgeinst that question t 
witness in regard to the Einsatzk: mman f p and Einsatz :ommanco as the 


Witness:has already stated that he learn2i about this ; p only through 





ado 0 OOOI N 


newspaper anc ralio reports e 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The witness is bein- asked if he knows about 
these orvanizations, I think he can state if he knows about them. 


DRe PELCKANN: He stated before that he has no kncewlecze about 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDYs: You may proceed, Colonel Smirn v, so that the 

Witness may tell us about these or- ‘zations of the SS, 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 

Q were you requestec by the concentration camps at Saxenhausen in 
November or December of 1941, or later, to send more soldiers there? 

dix Noe 
BY COLONEL BROOKHART: 

Q In what capacity was Ber-er associated with the uepartinent to 


which you were associated? 


a there was the so-called FRauptamtschef anc that was his position, 


Q Do I understand that ycu were with the “auptamtschef? 

No directly, between us both was the SS and the SS amtschef, 

Q Would the figures given biy Berger as to membership in the SS -= 
the status of members whether voluntary or craftec = be firures you would 
accept? 

A I have to express myself very carefully but at the time he was 
Hauptamtschef, he was rather boastful. I do no want to have that considered 
as a political remark in relationship to Berger, but I do want to clarify 
the situation. 

w I am not interested in his personality, only if he would be 
credible in the fizures he would ZivSe. 

A In all probability the figures given by Berger would be somewhat 
higher than the correct onese I may state that all ficures of recruiting 
were received by Berger from mes l\ikscnever he desired any firures for the 
Reichsfuehrer, he called me as he kuew I wculd have the exact figures. 

Q In other worås Berger received correct figures from you? 

Yese 


In your opinion he might exaggerate in stating those figures? 
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A Not exactly, but half ex tly, 
Q Do you know what proportio: of the Gestapo and the Criminal Poliee 


were also under the SS? 


! 
Nog I am sorry I con t know. 


DRe FELCKMANNs May Í ask a question? 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Yes, zo ahead. 

BY DR PELCKMANN: 

Q Whenever you received com-:lints, they referred t^- the recruitins 
anc methods of recruiting in the SS3¢ 

H Yese 

Q Was it your business to accept these c mplaints cn matters ree 
lating to the action of the SS groups if the field atrocities they were ordered 
to commit anc other actions in the fisld. 

A Noy this was not my business, 

Q Dic it happen that such c -molaints reached you and were forwarded 
to you from another office or was the structure of the SS so that such 
complaints never would have reached you at all. 

a Such complaints did not reach us at all and were directed by the 
SS Hauptamtschef connected with that kind of complaints. 
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